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B EE—
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS

Understanding the types of enforcement actions and legal requirements is key to compliance

and protecting rights. This section provides visual guides and reference materials to clarify

administrative and judicial warrants and subpoenas. For moreinformation onlegal considerations,

including public versus nonpublic areas, see Immigration Enforcement on Campuses:
What You Need to Know.

Judicial Warrant

This is a judicial warrant: issued by a magistrate of a federal district court, supported by probable
cause, and constitutionally sufficient to authorize entry into a nonpublic space. A judicial warrant
might be a search warrant or an arrest warrant. In either case, it must sufficiently describe the
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residence that is to be searched or the person to be arrested (either by name or clear description).
In every instance, a judicial warrant is only effective if it is signed by a federal judge.

Administrative Warrants

Above are administrative warrants of removal/deportation and arrest, which are signed only by a
DHS officer. These do not authorize entry into nonpublic areas without consent, and institutions

should be clear on that distinction. An administrative warrant might allow an officer to arrest the
person described in the warrant, if that person is in a public space.

12



Judicial Subpoenas

This is a judicial subpoena - it will always bear the name of a federal or state court (not an
immigration court), and it will be signed by either a judge or a court clerk.
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DHS Suboena

This is a DHS subpoena. These are issued directly by the agency and signed by DHS officers. They
do not create a FERPA exception on their own. Without a federal court order, they cannot
compel release of protected education records.

For additional background,
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